
Recycling schedule
The residential and re-

cycling pickup schedule 
for Dec. 17, is paper. Put 
items in paper bags, boxes 
or bundles and 
place them on 
the curb.
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ISSUE 
HIGHLIGHTS

Story by 
YVONNE JOHNSON
APG News

OPUS East, L.L.C. officially 
opened the first building in its Gov-
ernment and Technology Enter-
prise, or GATE campus during a 
ribbon cutting ceremony at Aber-
deen Proving Ground Nov. 4.  

The CACI Research and Devel-
opment Labs, or CRaDL, is the 
first building completed in the 
Enhanced Use Lease, or EUL, 
development project on APG. 

A 60,000-square-foot, single-sto-
ry research and development facility 
located inside APG’s secure perim-
eter, the CRaDL will support the 

Army Team C4ISR transition from 
Fort Monmouth, N.J., under base 
realignment and closure and house 
the CACI Technologies’ incuba-
tor program, a strategic initiative 
designed to support Army research 
and development programs with an 
emphasis on wireless technology.

Hosted by Bill Kendall, CACI 
senior manager of corporate procure-
ment, program guests included Col. 
Andrew B. Nelson, APG Garrison 
deputy commander for Transforma-
tion; Lou Lifrieri, CACI executive 
vice president and manager of the 
C4ISR Operating Group; David 
Craig, Harford County executive; 

KUSAHC closes 
for the holidays

Kirk U.S. Army Health 
Clinic will be closed for 
its staff Family holiday 
party, noon until 4:30 
p.m., Dec. 11.

Patients should plan 
accordingly for any med-
ication needs.

Since there is no 
emergency room at 
KUSAHC, call 911 for 
true emergencies.

For medical services 
needed after hours, week-
ends or federal holidays, 
contact the Staff Duty Offi-
cer, 410-278-1725, who 
will coordinate patient’s 
care with the Medical Offi-
cer of the Day. 

To avoid Point of Ser-
vice copayment charges, 
patient will need authori-
zation and/or a referral to 
go to any urgency clinic. 
Emergency Rooms do not 
require a referral.

Open Season 
extended

Due to changes in cov-
erage, OPM has extended 
the Benefits Open Season 
through January 2009. 

Changes will apply to 
Federal Employees Health 
Benefits, Federal Employ-
ees Dental and Vision 
Insurance and the Flexi-
ble Spending Account.  

Any belated changes 
will be retroactive to Jan. 
4, 2009, for FEHB and 
Jan. 1, 2009, for FEDVIP 
and FSA.

Any future coverage 
changes will be forward-
ed upon receipt.

For more information, 
call Teri Wright, Civilian 
Personnel Advisory Center, 
410-278-4331, or e-mail 
teri-wright@us.army.mil.
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Story by 
STEVE ROCHETTE
RDECOM 

The U.S. Army Research, 
Development and Engi-
neering Command ushered 
in new leadership at Aber-
deen Proving Ground dur-
ing a change of command 
ceremony Dec. 5 at the Maj. 
Gen. Warren D. Hodges 
National Guard Armory.   

Maj. Gen. Paul S. Izzo 
assumed command of RDE-
COM from Maj. Gen. Fred 
D. Robinson, who spent 18 
months leading the organi-
zation. As the senior mission 
commander at APG, Izzo 
also fills the installation’s 
senior leadership role.  

Gen. Benjamin S. Grif-
fin, former commander of 
the U.S. Army Materiel 
Command, hosted the cer-
emony and presented Izzo 
with the unit colors. 

Griffin said Izzo is 
well equipped to lead 
RDECOM. 

“He’s the right man 
at the right place at the 
right time,” Griffin said. 
“He knows more about life 
cycle management com-
mands and support to the 
Soldier than any com-
mander that I know in the 
field today.” 

Griffin expressed his 
gratitude to Robinson for 
emphasizing his Warfight-
ers’ focus upon the strong 
technology foundation at 
RDECOM.  

“General Robinson and 
his wife Reva have been 

a fantastic command team 
here and have taken RDE-
COM to a new level,” he 
said. 

Robinson, who retired 
after the formal change of 
command ceremony, said 
the Army has taken signif-
icant strides throughout his 
career.  

“I stand here with enor-
mous pride – not self pride 
but pride in being part of 
an Army for the last thirty-
two years that has accept-
ed unbelievable challenges 
and moved forward at every 
hurdle,” he said.  

Robinson said leading 
RDECOM was a tremen-
dous experience because of 
the people associated with 
the command.

“All of you have touched 
this poor Soldier’s life and 
that of his Family. No mat-
ter where we are, y’all will 
always be in our hearts,” 
he said.

He then addressed Izzo, 
stating that he would lead 
an organization with a ded-
icated workforce. 

“They give all of them-
selves without concern for 
their own person – they 
build, they team, they 
explore and all for the Sol-
dier of today and tomor-
row,” he said. “Our Army 
is in great hands with these 
individuals.”

Izzo comes to RDECOM 
after serving as the deputy 
for Acquisition and Sys-

RDECOM hails new commander 
during change of command ceremony

Story by 
RACHEL PONDER
APG News 

The Aberdeen Proving Ground 
2008 Combined Federal Campaign 
has been extended by one week. 

Donors are asked to bring in pledg-
es before noon on Dec. 18 at the APG 
CFC Office located in the Down 
Under [lower level] of building 30, 
also known as Top of the Bay. 

Nancy Sewell, 2008 CFC 
chairman, said that Col. Jeffery 
S. Weissman, deputy installation 
commander approved a request to 
extend CFC season by one week, 
to help the installation’s goal to 

raise $400,000. 
Currently, the APG CFC is 

exceeding the $330,000 mark with 
960 of the goal of 3,000 donors 
contacted, but there are only a few 
days left.  

“The CFC Office congratulates 
the U.S. Army Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Command 
Contracting Center (RDECOM 
CC), the RDECOM Manageri-
al Accounting Division, the U.S. 
Army Assembled Chemical Weap-
ons Alternatives, APG Garrison’s 
Directorate of Information Manage-
ment and the U.S. Army Aberdeen 

Photo by SEAN KIEF, APG DOIM 
RDECOM Command Sgt. Maj. Hector Marin, center, holds the unit colors in preparation for the formal 
change of command ceremony. Maj. Gen. Paul S. Izzo, left, assumed command from Maj. Gen. Fred 
D. Robinson, far right. Gen. Benjamin S. Griffin, former commander of the Army Materiel Command, 
hosted the ceremony.See IZZO, page 2

KUSAHC

After listening to feed-
back from patients and 
reviewing processes, Kirk 
U.S. Army Health Clinic is 
making changes in order to 
serve them better.  

Beginning Dec. 1, 
KUSAHC now remains 
open 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. Both Aberdeen and 
Edgewood area’s clinics 
and the Aberdeen pharma-
cy will remain open during 
lunchtime, though servic-
es may be limited while 
personnel rotate for lunch. 

KUSAHC will also remain 
open for Thursday train-
ing time.  

“We also revised our 
policy concerning bringing 
children into the clinic to 
allow patients to bring their 
children with them to their 
appointment,” said Deb-
orah Dodsworth, patient 
advocate.  

“While we still encour-
age patients to make oth-
er arrangements, we also 
realize that there are 
times when patients want 
or need to bring chil-
dren with them. Supervi-

sion is always the parent’s 
responsibility.”  

Hourly childcare 
remains an option at 
either Child Development 
Center at a reduced hour-
ly care rate. The Aberdeen 
Area CDC is located in 
building 2485, and their 
telephone number is 410-
278-5748. The Edgewood 
Area CDC is located in 
building E-1901, and 
their telephone number is 
410-436-2692. 

KUSAHC will continue 
to provide vouchers upon 
request.

While active duty stu-
dent sick call continues to 
open at 5:30 a.m., perma-
nent party service members 
now have more options.  

“We strongly encour-
age you to book your 
own appointment using 
www.TRICAREOnline.
com or call the appoint-
ment line, 410-278-5475,” 
Dodsworth said. “Perma-
nent party service mem-
bers can also walk-in to the 
General Medicine Clinic in 
the Aberdeen Area or the 
Edgewood Clinic.”  

Patients will be screened 

and given the first appro-
priate appointment that 
meets their needs.  A same 
day appointment may not 
always be possible.

“What other changes 
are in Kirk’s future,” Dod-
sworth asks. “You tell us. 
We want you to help guide 
our improvements.”  

Additionally, Dodsworth 
is looking for members for 
the clinic’s Patient Adviso-
ry Council. 

“Please call me if you 
are interested in becom-
ing a member of the board, 
410-278-1724,” she said.

KUSAHC provides more opportunities for patients

Story and photos by 
RACHEL PONDER
APG News 

A crowd of more than 750 people turned out for the Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground 8th annual holiday extravaganza and tree lighting cere-
mony hosted by Army Community Service at the Aberdeen Area Post 
Recreation Center Dec. 3. 

The occasion, which featured holiday music, games and a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, has become an annual tradition for the APG 
community. 

This year’s event provided additional excitement as 50 children’s 
bikes donated from the United Services Organization were given away 
through a raffle.    

Celestine Beckett, ACS director, greeted the crowd and welcomed 
all on behalf of Michael Lupacchino, director of Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation.

Garrison Chaplain (Col.) Ruben D. Colon gave the invocation. 
“We pray for all those serving overseas. May the radiance of the 

ACS event brings holiday 
fun for the APG community

Akiele Jones, 10 months old, visited Santa and Mrs. Claus for the first time, at 
the Aberdeen Area Recreation Center during Army Community Service’s Holiday 
Extravaganza and Tree Lighting Ceremony held Dec. 3.

OPUS East opens APG 
facility for business

See ACS, page 17
See CFC, page 8

See G.A.T.E., page 8

2008 CFC extended
Two more chances to contribute—
book fair, basketball game


